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Congratulations are in order as Richardson 

Parks and Recreation marks 50 years of serv-
ice to the community. 

f 

GREEN ENERGY EDUCATION ACT 
OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2009 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 957, the Green Energy Edu-
cation Act of 2009. 

This bill authorizes the Department of En-
ergy to partner with the National Science 
Foundation to help universities to develop the 
next generation of engineers and architects. 
These students will be trained to work effec-
tively together to produce buildings that incor-
porate the latest in energy efficient tech-
nologies. 

Especially in this economy, we need to train 
our workforce in the latest, most relevant tech-
nologies in the green energy job sector in 
order to help us realize many of our energy 
policy goals. 

In the 110th Congress, I was able to add a 
provision to the Energy Independence and Se-
curity Act that allows colleges and university to 
research woody biomass, a new form of alter-
native fuel that shows promise in meeting our 
energy needs. 

We should also continue to support legisla-
tion that takes advantage of the growing op-
portunities to educate and train our college 
and university students to develop new tech-
nologies and find jobs in the green energy 
economy. 

Along with my place on the House Science 
and Technology Committee, I am also a mem-
ber of the Education and Labor Committee, 
and co-chair of the Congressional Community 
College Caucus. I know that good sustain-
ability practices are a vital component of the 
effort to move toward a clean, energy inde-
pendent future. Because community colleges 
and universities are often at the forefront of 
this movement, they are a natural place to 
focus such efforts. 

By training students in the latest tech-
nologies, we are helping guarantee that com-
panies will have the educated workforce nec-
essary to grow and prosper in coming dec-
ades. 

I am happy to support this bill, and I am 
committed to continuing to advocate for policy, 
partnerships, and projects that will keep uni-
versities and community colleges at the fore-
front of our nation’s burgeoning green energy 
economy. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
clearly explain the sources of the data I have 

used to compare the strength of the economy 
during President Clinton’s time in office as 
compared to the economy during the Bush ad-
ministration. During the Bush administration, 
an average of 2,000 private sector jobs were 
created per month. For purposes of compari-
son, 217,000 private sector jobs were created 
per month under President Clinton. These sta-
tistics are drawn from Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics data. To provide further evidence for the 
relative success of Presidents Clinton and 
Bush, it is helpful to look at economic growth 
during their Presidencies. President Clinton 
created $1.68 in economic growth for every 
dollar of economic growth created under the 
Bush administration. These numbers are taken 
directly from research by the Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis. Finally, and perhaps most 
convincing, is the stark difference between the 
change in purchasing power, for the median 
household, between the Clinton and the Bush 
years. Under President Bush, the median 
household had $500 less purchasing power as 
of 2007 as compared to the beginning of 
Bush’s Presidency. Under President Clinton 
the purchasing power of the median house-
hold rose by over $5,000. These numbers 
were drawn from data compiled by the Bureau 
of the Census and the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. My friends on the other side of the aisle 
may prefer to ignore these comparisons; how-
ever, I am of the opinion that we must learn 
from our past to better prepare for the future. 
As we work to create jobs and get the econ-
omy back on track, it is useful to keep in mind 
the lessons of the past two decades. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF RON TUPPER FOR HIS 
CONTINUOUS WORK IN THE 
FIELD OF HEALTH CARE IN THE 
BORDER REGIONS OF TEXAS 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ron Tupper for his 25 years of 
service to the health care field through his 
work in health care development and consulta-
tion, health education, and hospital and clinic 
management. He has done so much over the 
years for the border region and he truly de-
serves to be recognized today. 

Mr. Tupper holds a master’s of science de-
gree in health management and health edu-
cation from Texas State University, as well as 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Ne-
braska. He also served our country proudly for 
7 years as a U.S. Air Force Medical Service-
man until he was honorably discharged in 
1970. 

Ron Tupper has been instrumental over the 
years to bringing quality health services to citi-
zens in the border regions of Texas. He start-
ed in 1974 with his first assignment on the 
Texas-Mexico border and soon afterwards he 
was elected one of the youngest CEOs to 
serve an accredited rural hospital in Texas. 
Later he would help secure a marketing plan 
and matching funds to develop a rural public 
health academic training program on the bor-
der. 

At the University of Texas Health Science 
Center, Mr. Tupper was responsible for coordi-

nating medical education opportunities in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Over the past few 
years he has worked with the city of McAllen 
and the clinic board to secure a site for the 
community clinic which treats 130 working 
poverty stricken Hidalgo County residents 
daily. The facility, which started out as a 3-ex-
amination-room clinic, is now a 25,000 square 
foot facility that operates with 48 examination 
rooms. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Ron Tupper for his dedicated service to the 
field of health care in the State of Texas. He 
has committed so much through the years to 
advance his cause and I am honored to have 
the privilege of recognizing him today. 

f 

HONORING BARACK OBAMA 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the stu-
dents, faculty and staff of the Barack Obama 
Elementary School for the official renaming of 
the former Ludlum Elementary School. I am 
pleased to see that the first school in the Na-
tion to bear the name of our 44th President is 
in my Congressional District. 

The Nation faces a monumental moment in 
history with the election of our country’s first 
African-American President. At the request of 
the students and to honor this milestone, on 
November 20, 2008, Ludlow Elementary 
School was officially renamed Barack Obama 
Elementary School. I commend the students 
for their foresight to honor an historic achieve-
ment. 

As a member of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor, I have the great privi-
lege of learning about schools both locally and 
nationally. The future of this country depends 
on the hopes and dreams of its children. I look 
forward to working with the students and fac-
ulty as the Barack Obama Elementary School 
enters this new part of its history. 

Madam Speaker, it is with pride and admira-
tion I offer my best wishes and recognition to 
Barack Obama Elementary School. 

f 

HAMAS’S BLOODY HANDS 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, from time-to-time Members insert 
into this RECORD articles which are of par-
ticular relevance to current policy debates, and 
we often add a commentary. Today I do not 
add any words because this compelling, in-
sightful column by Richard Cohen on the will-
ingness of far too many in the world to give a 
pass to Hamas while being harshly critical of 
Israel needs no gloss. 

Madam Speaker, I add only that I am in 
very strong agreement with virtually everything 
Mr. Cohen has to say in this piece and I hope 
it will be read and reflected upon. 
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HAMAS’S BLOODY HANDS 

(By Richard Cohen) 
Some residents of Gaza were taken from 

their homes and shot in the legs or feet. 
Some were brutally beaten, and some were 
simply murdered, sometimes after hideous 
torture. If you are expecting—based on ev-
erything that has happened—tha the awful 
Israelis did this, guess again. It was Hamas, 
the authentic and genuine government of 
Gaza. Well, no one’s perfect. 

The information about the shootings is 
taken from a report issued yesterday by 
Human Rights Watch and available on its 
Web site. It says that ‘‘Hamas security 
forces or masked gunmen believed to be with 
Hamas’’ executed 18 people, most of whom 
were accused of collaborating with Israel, 
sparing the expense and bother of a trial. 
Others were shot, maimed or beaten, not for 
allegedly collaborating with the enemy—or, 
as is often the case, having a house or 
woman that a snitch covets—but for belong-
ing to the opposition political party, Fatah. 

Many of these murders and assaults took 
place during Israel’s recent pummeling of 
Gaza. Yet, as Human Rights Watch goes to 
some pains to document, at no time did 
Hamas’s security forces lose control of Gaza, 
so the murders and maimings were not a 
consequence of chaos but of government pol-
icy. Whatever the case, the murders, shoot-
ings and beatings continued even after the 
hostilities ended. Since then, at least 14 
more people have been executed 
extrajudicially, which is to say murdered. 
Some were also tortured. 

You can only imagine what would happen 
if Israel dealt with its internal political en-
emies or dissenters in such a fashion. Last 
month, for instance, Israel got a heap of crit-
icism and abuse when it was reported in the 
Israeli media that some Gaza civilian had 
been unjustifiably shot by Israeli soldiers. 
The report was widely cited, not just for its 
shocking allegations but also because it was 
supposedly indicative of the sort of place 
Israel has become. The government said the 
allegations were based on hearsay. We shall 
see. 

No doubt the Human Rights Watch report 
will be ignored or dismissed in the greater 
cause of demonizing Israel. This has been the 
trend of late. No doubt, too, some will excuse 
Humas’s criminality as the inevitable result 
of Israeli actions—the Officer Krupke School 
of Behavior made famous by the singing 
gang members of ‘‘West Side Story.’’ But as 
much as some would like to criticize Israel— 
and I have done so myself—they still have a 
minimal obligation to acknowledge the dif-
ference in core values between Israel and its 
enemies. 

This does not mean that Israel is above 
criticism. After all, it has made life unbear-
able for some Palestinians, supported illegal 
settlements in the West Bank, been too 
harsh in squeezing Gaza, and, maybe most 
important, it ought to get out of the West 
Bank—for reasons of justice and for its own 
sake. Still, it remains unimaginable that 
Israel would murder its domestic critics or 
silence dissent with the occasional 
kneecapping. These are the tactics of thugs. 

Read the Hamas charter. It is not some up-
lifting cry of a downtrodden people seeking 
its freedom but a repellent anti-Semitic 
screed. It sees the Jews behind every major 
world event since the storming of the Bas-
tille: ‘‘They were behind the French revolu-
tion, the communist revolution and most of 
the revolutions we heard and hear about, 
here and there. With their money they 
formed secret societies, such as Freemasons, 
Rotary Clubs, the Lions . . . for the purpose 
of sabotaging societies and achieving Zionist 
interests.’’ The Rotary? The Lions? Why not 
Welcome Wagon? 

When Israelis talk of the practical difficul-
ties of pulling out of the West Bank, they 
mean the likelihood that Hamas will oust 
Fatah and launch rockets into Israel. They 
are both concerned and appalled by a Hamas 
charter that, in part, reads like it could have 
been written by Hitler. Withdrawal is nec-
essary and right, but it cannot be done na-
ively and without the participation of the 
United States. It’s going to take American 
peace-keepers. It is that simple. No Israeli 
can trust Hamas to keep the peace. 

Human Rights Watch is to be commended. 
It does not have one standard for Israel and 
another for Hamas, Hezbollah or the other 
despotic regimes of the Arab world. That is 
more than can be said, though, for critics 
who vilify Israel, romanticize Hamas and 
clearly have never had the inexpressible 
pleasure of living in a place where a chance 
remark can get your legs riddled with lead. 
Say what you will, but that place could 
never be Israel. 
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IN RECOGNIZING OF THE ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF MALCOLM X 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
wish to take a moment to recognize that Feb-
ruary 21, 2009, as the 44th anniversary of the 
assassination of EL-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, 
better known as Malcolm X. I find it only fitting 
that we take this time to reflect and celebrate 
the life of this courageous advocate for the 
civil rights of African Americans. 

Born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska, on 
May 19, 1925, the early portion of young 
Malcolm’s life was filled turmoil and change. 
By the age of 13, his father had passed away 
and his mother had been committed to a men-
tal hospital. He spent a great portion of his 
formative years in foster homes. He then be-
came involved in the criminal underworld in 
both Boston and New York. Little was arrested 
and sentenced to eight to ten years in prison. 
It was during his incarceration that Little be-
come a member of the Nation of Islam, chang-
ing his name to Malcolm X. Following his pa-
role, he quickly became the Nation’s chief 
spokesman and served as its public face for 
almost 12 years. After his departure from the 
Nation of Islam, Malcolm X went on to found 
Muslim Mosque, Inc. and continued cham-
pioning the cause of Black America. Trag-
ically, the life of Malcolm X was cut short by 
gunfire on February 21, 1965 in Manhattan’s 
Audubon Ballroom. The most poignant de-
scription of Malcolm was during his eulogy by 
Actor Ossie Davis who called him, ‘‘our shin-
ing black prince’’. 

Malcolm X once said, ‘‘The future belongs 
to those who prepare for it today’’. We must 
heed these words and be evermore dutiful in 
our commitment to ensure that our children 
and their children are able to enjoy those 
three noble principals of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Malcolm X remains an 
inspiration to millions of people around the 
world, inspiring others to build on his vision of 
a nation that recognizes the strengths of all 
peoples. 

HONORING A.M.E. PRESIDING 
ELDER JOSEPH D. PATTERSON 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, one of Phila-
delphia’s most distinguished and influential 
clergymen, Presiding Elder Joseph D. Patter-
son, Sr. of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, will be honored and feted on May 2, 
2009, as he moves from decades of service to 
his God, his church and the people of Phila-
delphia into well-deserved retirement. 

Presiding Elder Patterson has served the 
A.M.E. in its ‘‘itinerant ministry’’ for 45 years, 
pastoring and overseeing churches in Phila-
delphia, the western Main Line, southern New 
Jersey and Atlantic City. 

Presiding Elder Patterson is perhaps best 
known for his 22 years as Pastor of Hickman 
Temple A.M.E. Church, where he directed an 
era of significant growth at Hickman as both a 
spiritual home and community resource for 
Southwest Philadelphia. His impact on the 
community is still felt to this day. He facilitated 
the building of the Samuel J. Patterson Mercy 
Wellness Center at 50th Street and Baltimore 
Avenue, which bears his father’s name. He 
was founder and president of the Baltimore 
Avenue Redevelopment Corporation and past 
chairman of the $41 million West Philadelphia 
Empowerment Zone. He was a member of the 
Council of Trustees at Cheyney University, 
serving the school he had attended as both an 
undergraduate and graduate student. 

Presiding Elder Patterson has demonstrated 
strong leadership both within his own A.M.E. 
denomination and in the broader community of 
faith. He served as President of the Black 
Clergy of Philadelphia and Vicinity from 1995– 
1997, and in numerous other capacities. He is 
past president of the A.M.E. Preachers Meet-
ing. Since his appointment as Presiding Elder 
in 2001, he has served two years as Elder of 
the Philadelphia District and almost six years 
as Elder of the West/Mainline District—the 
post from which he is retiring. 

And all along he has been blessed by the 
love and support of his wife Joyce, mother 
Ida, and children Joseph D. Jr., Jewell D. and 
Jocelyn D. Patterson. 

Presiding Elder Joseph D. Patterson Sr. will 
be honored with a special Retirement Service, 
May 2, 2009, at Mount Pisgah A.M.E. Church, 
428 N. 41st Street, Philadelphia, with A.M.E. 
Presiding Bishop Richard F. Norris of the First 
District as Guest Preacher. I invite my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
join me in saluting the career of this great man 
of God and preacher of the Gospel, and to 
wish him Godspeed upon his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY’S RELAY FOR 
LIFE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Relay for Life that will occur on Saturday, 
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